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Abstract

The holy Najaf is one of the pioneer Iraqi cities in the fields
of journalism and publication since later years of the first decade
of twentieth century. As a reaction of the Ottoman
Constitutional Revolution in 1908, these magazine had been
issued. There magazines had occupied a vital position in the
history of thought and press in Iraq because their subjects had
been highly characterized by clear culture in its spacious-
temporal framework.

The Najafian journalism had witnessed another historical
turning point in the movement of press and publication both
quantitatively and qualitatively during the second quarter of the
last century when new renewing intellectual and reformation
tendencies emerged. In addition, there was generation of leading
figures whose pens has enriched the Iraqi press movement by
issuing topics treated various knowledge and cognitive
questions these were published in "Al-itidal" Najafian
magazine which was well-organized and carefully produced. It
is and way where by this magazine treated and analyzed its
topics that motivated the researcher to  select "Al-i tidal" as a

sample to study part of the Najafian press.

The thesis is divided into four chapters and an introduction
and conclusions. the first chapter presents : glances of the
biography of Mohammed Ali Al-Balaghi, the founder of "Al-
i'tidal" and the effect of the intellectual and scientific
environment on his education and his political, social and
economical attention. The second studies the establishment of
"Al-i"tidal", its general intellectual, tendency, its temporal and
organizational framework, and the way it tackles the various
scientific and the philosophical intellectual issues and number of
political and intellectual concepts and terminology.



The third chapter carefully handless the way that "Al-
i'tidal" treated its economical and social topics and articles
some of which call for enhancing the educational and health
enterprises where as some other call for extending bank
activities and exchanges, in addition to treating international and
economical development and crisis. The fourth chapter
introduces a historical study of "Al-i'tidal" in relation to the
philosophy of history, the characteristics of the objective
historian, ancient history, the different sides of Islamic
civilization, and pages of European history.

"Al-i"tidal" was a free and neutral cultural and intellectual
tribune. This was manifested in the free in and non-bias
publication of the writing of different writers whether they were
Muslim, Christian, Jewish, deeply religious, non- religious,
Arabian and foreigners. What was the most important is not the
identity but the quality and the contents of these writing.
Therefore, "Al-i'tidal" has really enriched and affected the
society.

One of the good point on "Al-itidal's" behalf was its
compromising and enlightening line of work, ‘as it calls
conciliative - enlightenment line, bases of modern progression
and imitating the spirit of the age in accordance with the
renaissance and reality of the Iraqi society far from being closed
or fossilized. It was also privileged because it introduced precise
biographies of a men of thought and ideology, some were
national others were international and some more others were
humanistic biographies. Furthermore "Al-i tidal" was wanted,
even if it was out of printed or ceased to be issued, because it
treaded manuscripts as historical priority and because it was
highly concerned with the press and publication movement and
the nourishment of this movement inside the country.
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