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Abstract

The martial thinking of Imam Ali Bin Abi-Talib ( Peace be upon
him ) occupied an outstanding status in the martial career of the
Islamic state due to the high efficincy by which it was charcterised .
Thus, it played an essential role in the establishment , spread , and
victory of Islam . Hence , the present study , entitled “ Imam Ali Bin
Abi Talib : a study in his Martial Thinking , >’ has been carried out to
shed some light on the most important aspects and dimensions of this
thinking .

The study falls into four chapters , preceded by an introduction ,
and followed by a conclusion .

Chapter one deals with the sources of the martial thinking ,
which are represented by two aspects : eductaion , ie , heredity ,
bringing up and acquistion and Divine guidance ; and the ideolgical
approaches he adopted , like the legitimate bases , the defence of the
interests of the nation represented by the existence of the must be —
obyed Imam , and his strive against corruption and iniquity .This
thinking emerged in a crucial phase of the estabilshment of the Islamic
state , namely the phase under the leadership of the Messenger ( Peace
be upon him ) , followed by the Futuhat and liberation wars phase .
Then came the more important stage , the time of application of this
thinking on a wide scale , i.e . the Khulafa’as era . These stages had a
vital role in founding an experienced martial thinking , especially
because it was associated with a personality that had qualifications
and a bilities which no other personality of the time had . This
personality , Imam Ali — could achieve all the legitimate objectives
that Islam called for .

Chapter two deals with the martial policy represented by the
martial ethics , martial , reconcillation and peace policy , and martial
economical policy .The well-experienced and wise martial policy of the
Imam had the great influence on the Islamic leadership in moving in
the correct path , and keeping it away of division and chaos . Imam Ali
worked hard to deal the groups that revolted against him with the best
know virsion of Islamic morals ; he , in his policy , adopted forgiveness



more then force : he did not kill the wounded ; he did not rob the
defeated or follow those who escaped ; he burried the dead of his
enemies ; he did thing no other persion in his place would do to his
enemies .

Chapter three tackles the martial leadership as reflected in
Imam Ali’s leading personality , his leading to regiments in the era of
the prophet
( blessing and peace be upon him and his family and relatives ) . , and
his leadership advies he gave to the Khulafa’ in the Ridda wars and
Islamic fituhat period . The chapter , also , studies the principles of
choosing the leader from the Islamic viewpoint ; bravery efficiency ,
social statue , etc. The many wars declared during Imam Ali’s Khilafa
could not stop him from activating his reformation project . He could
found an economic o\policy that went along with the pervalent
circumstances at that time . The budgete did not suffer , nor taxes
were imposed on ordinay people of the nation . Conversely , the
economic march went in the right way to the dagree that justice
prevailed in all the sectores of the society . Hence , stability was the
obvious characteristic of the economic state during these wars .

Chapter four investigates the martial prepardness including
moral preparedness and army Summons whther it wars for internal
wars like the Jamal , Suffeen , Nahrawan , and internal rebellion wars
, or external wars like the fituhat and Isalmic state borders protection
. Imam Ali showed a great ability in comprehending all the supporting
and opposing powers ; He did not neglect any of them . He also ,
employed military plans that had strategic dimension and high
accuracy in addition to adding a new regiment to the army , that is the
militry police . This indicates his great militry efficieny in dealing with
the nature of the militry field and the surrounding circumstances

It is revealed that the Imam Ali’s thinking was wide and deep
that could deal with all the circumstances and attitudes . It brought to
existence many theories and doctrines in the field of wars beased
exclusively , on the peinciple of Isalm . Many of these are adopted in
our modern time by international organization after many centuries
of the Islamic call to adopt them .



