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«ONSLabin he aries ob The satas and ine nmbers anag frosiiob s o i
verses i the textand usmz that to cutwergh the correct verion

4 baactng the Prophet Fodhivion” from the book s ol i SUNTIIINNTITY
from references that were written both before and atier compiling
ALNGhiT soas o use them as support where necessary . Savine o
the prophet were documented o clerence. wolume. puce anid

e addrion o e s e ~'|;‘|w-:::,-r'. T L P

TS RUTHENUES T il..l“;\ g

S0 Documenting savmges and opinton. of the commentators as much
as pessible and el whar ahes mentioned concernin
attributing some savimes of hmam Ao others,

fotonunentng o same e phrases and dnionit words
constltmg lexicons, commenzaries and ~ome relerenee.
Ldentitying verstons that ditter from the tamiliar and saving why.

N. Notonly depending on Shi't relerences to gather data ol events and
news. Other rehiable references of Al-Sunna about the Prophet
Fradition. commentaries ot the Holy Quran. the biographies.. . cte
were also consulted.

9. Separating sayings lrom preachings: first by depending on what the
commentators said and second by objectively defining and fimiting
the two terms.

Einally, the rescarcher would like to thank all those who contributed 1o
accomplishing this vesearch particularly his two supervisors, the teachers
i Deptof” Arabic/college of Arts/University o Basrah, stall” ol the
Central Library and Library ol College of Arts, and the stafl in all
scientific centres that helped to make this thesis.



scientitic. objective and unbiased to any commentator. It also
adheres to the principles of investigation.

2. Idenutying and selecting the correct text according to the following
scientific principles:

Comprehensively testing the vocabulary by applying it to the
classical Arabic in the tamous lexicons of Al-Aain. Al-Sehah
and Al-Lisan which helped the researcher a lot o obtain
meaning of the words and to choose the correct version.
Some books which are, somehow, considered as lexicons
like 'Strange savings of the Prophet' of Ibn Sallam. The
vocabulary' of Al-Asfahani. 'Reforming the Utterance' of Ibn
Sakkeet. and 'Linguistic Ditterences' of Ibn Helal Al-Aaskari
were also helptul to show the accurate meanings of
vocabulary.

Applying the parameters of svntax and morphology to the
texts to correct the error and to verify the correct.

Comparing the rhetorical styles and structures that are
mentioned in the texts to those in important books of

rhetorics like 'Clarification in Rhetorics' and 'Evidence of
Rhetorics'.

Reviewing some commentaries of the Holy Quran to reveal

those that are attributed to Imam Ali so as to compare them

with the texts of 'Al-Nahj',

Comparing some texts from 'Al-Nahj' with the sayings and

preachings to explore the stylistic similarity to outweigh the’
truthfulness of the attribution.

Reviewing books of 'The Prophet Tradition' to judge

whether some of what is mentioned in the commentaries,

that some sayings and preachings are really of the prophet, is
true or false.

Reviewing some references that are likely to contain some
sayings of Imam Ali.

Considering the commonest and neglecting the rare when
choosing the correct version except in some cases.

Reviewing translations of some non-Arabic studies that were
written about

'Al-Nahj' to help in underétanding some difficult and

complicated vocabulary

or structure.



First of all, the researcher would like 10 refer to the reasons behind
writing on this subject among the noisy wave of modernization that
attracted young researchers in the last decades and led them to neglect
and delittle heritage. At the same time, they magnified modernizers and
be dazzled by their terminology and criticism that everyone should
lollow: otherwise he would be considered as underdeveloped and every
one who cites in his work names like "Barth, Dryda, Schtraus, Marting,
Chomsky, Abdulla Ibraheem and Rodolf Zealhime" would be considered
as a modernizer. Actually, modernization is no more than a ravishment
and an invasion of illiteracy; not of education which aims at purposefully
deforming heritage and making researchers abandon it. It is, also, an
attempt to deny the etforts ot' Arab and Moslem scholars who

|
Imam Ali's sayings and preachings are complied in this collection.

2 This proverb is said to refer to one who tries 1o teach those who are already completely
learnt just like selling

incense to the Indians who are known to be the most skilled in producing incense.
established the foundations of old literary criticism. Westerners never
admitted or praised efforts of those scholars. On the contrary, they
delittled them and magnified scholars of the west. This is not the case
only in literature; but in other arts as well.

The researcher, himself, was once a victim of seduction of
modernization and thus attacked-out of his ignorance-heritage. But today,
he is back to satisfy his thirst of the endless flux of heritage though some
modernizers do not consider 'Al-Nahi' as literature; and thus following an
attack against it that began by 'Al-Hafidh Al-Dhahabi' without being
supported by any proof. In spite of all that, this research adheres to
heritage and its terms. Besides, since childhood, the researcher was
interested in reading 'Al-Nahj' and he observed since then the differences
in versions from one commentary to another.

The method of investigation in this research is based on the following

important procedures:
I. Surveying 14 commentaries about 'Al-Nahj' within the period of
study from the beginning of the 2nd century A.H. to the end of the

i Tth century A.H. A comparison is made of the different versions in
these commentaries so as to see where they agree or disagree and

then advocating the version that was agreed upon and that we
objectively see as correct in the text. Our investigation was



ABSTRACT

This research is an attempt to check the sayings and preachings of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) that were mentioned in the commentaries
written in the 7th century A.H. on 'Nahj Al-Balagha' [Approach to
Rhetorics|. The researcher attempted 1o investigate by some objective
steps without being biased to any text and at the same time to clarify the

situation concerning the ditferent versions as much as the study is
concerned.

In spite of the fact that the researcher looks very small in comparison
to the other great editors and commentators of 'Al-Nahj', he did his best to
investigate the sayings and preachings under study and to discuss
opinions of those editors and commentators. This comparison reminds us

of the opinion of the scholar Al-Thaalibi that goes as a proverb: "Selling
incense to the Indians".

The researcher worked out a method to investigate the short sayings
and preachings through procedures of editing so as to obtain the correct
version that is fully free of deviation and distortion and semantically pure
of variation. He presented the outline to his supervisor Dr.Abd Al-Husain
Mubarak (Prof.) and Dr. Ahmad Hayyawi Al-Saad (Assist Prof.). They

encouraged him a lot and he took their comments and views as a work
guide.

The study is made of two sides:

1. The content which is concerned with documenting the versions as
mentioned in the commentaries (the main source of the research). It
also mentions the aspects of variation.

2. The margin which is of two types:

-that which explains the text linguistically and states the meaning
of each saying and preaching in addition to referring to the other#
different versions, clarifying them and justifying putting them
away. _ S
-the ordinary type of margins that are familiar in scientific’
researches concerning '

documenting references and mentioning biographies.
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