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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in the orientalists writings
(a historical study)
Abstract

The orientalists were interested in studying Islamic and Arab
history during the past ages motivated by many factors some are
religious or economic or political or scientific. Some religious
characters had great share of this interest especially the great
messenger Mohammed (peace and prayers be upon him and his
decent household) to know an aspect of their tendency, this thesis
entitled (Imam Ali ,peace be upon him, in the Orientalists writings -a
historical analytic study-) was arrange to introduce the study of some
orientalists about this subject and discuss it in the light of our
historical sources.

The thesis contains four chapters, the first one deals with the
subject of the orientalists and the study of the men's biography — the
messenger Mohammed (peace and prayer be upon him), it includes
two sections, one of them is entitled (The studies that are against the
Prophet Mohammed [peace and prayer be upon him and his
household]) and the second dealt with the fair studies.

While the second chapter is entitled (The Methods of the
Orientalists in studying the personality of Imam Al [peace be upon
him]). It includes five sections all of them are about Imam Ali's
priority in Islam and his marriage to (Fatimatil Zahraa) and his role
in collecting the Holy Quran and his personal features in addition to

something about him and chivalry.
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As for the third chapter, (The Orientalists attitude towards the
issue of Al khilafat, it includes three sections, the first of them
explains the orientalists studies who support the idea that the prophet
Mohammed (peace and prayer be upon him) had not appointed
someone to succeed him, and the other deals with the studies that
disapprove with this idea, while the third has explain the response to
those who believes that he did not appoint someone to succeed him.

The fourth chapter is a conclusion to the chapters (The Wars led by
Imam Al against the disloyal and defectors) during his khilafat. It
includes three sections, the first deals with Al-Jamal war and the
second deals with war of Safeen, while the third on the Khawarij war
in the battle of Nahrawan.

In preparing this thesis, I depended on the Arabic and foreign
references and sources and also the translated ones. One of them the
book of Ahmed Ibn Hambel (241A.H), Saheeh Al-Bukhary
(256A.H), Saheeh Muslim (261A.H) and Al-Mustadrak Ala Al-
Saheehain by the Nesayory (405A.H).

The other references were (Al-Maghazy) by Ibn Ishaq (151A.H),
(Al-Sira Al-Nabawia) by Ibn Hisham (218A.H) and Al-Balathery's
(Ansab AL-Ashraf) (279A.H) in addition to Al-Tabary's (Tareekh Al
Rusil Wal Mulook).

I also made benefit of the translated references to Arabic, the most
important of them is (Al Shiia beliefs) of Donaldson and also the
book of (Life of Mohammed) by (Amil Derminghem).

The other main sourses are (Al-Khawarij and Al-Shiia) by the
German orientalist (Julius Wellhosen). The foreign contributions

have a role in this thesis, the main one is (The Caliphate, Its Rise,
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Decline and Fall) by the orientalist Muir and another book in
Germany by the German orientalist (Spuler) entitled (Geschichte

Der Islamischen).
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