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These steps have been accompanied by a series of difficulties distributed
between the topic difficulty and the abundance of the scientific material
which the thesis haswithin this framework.
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The structure of the research required that it contain(s) a preface and three
chapters followed by a conclusion . The preface has been devoted to
highlighting the broad concepts of magistrate and cultural criticism . The
chapters have been as follows:

The title of chapter one is " scope of identity" in which the researcher has
dealt with the nature of the pre-Islam Arab incubator socially, religiously
and economically. Later on the well-known changes took place on the
Arab field after the advent of Islam.

Chapter two i1s entitled "manifestations of the magistrate" in which the
researcher dealt with, in a critical study, important issues in the Islamic
history such as allegiance in addition to practicing the magistrate by
Imam Ali(AS) and those who preceded him as well as those who came
after him.

Chapter three carries the title ' patterns of conformity and differences" in
which the researcher dealt with the extent of the conformity of the
magistrate practices with the Islamic revivalistic constructive project
within the historical, patrimonial and juristic patterns of Imam Ali (AS)
and other rulers.

A conclusion has been annexed to the research in which most of the
findings and general and specific outlines have been included in addition
to a comprehensive bibliography of sources and references.

The conclusion of our prayer will be: Praise be to Allah, Lord of the
Worlds!

suMMary
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MAGISTRACY IN THE THOUGHT OF IMAM ALI (AS)

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be
upon the master of the messengers and his purified progeny and
companions .

Magistracy or assuming power has been one of the topics that attracted
the attention of man throughout ages and it has been the focus of his
thought and most engaging concern because of what this issue has been
characterizedwith as regards its being the source of the misery or welfare
and happiness of the society ; hence it has been realistic and a living
matter or affair which is inevitable and unavoidable.

Despite the difference in people's thought , religion, culture and the
discrepancy of their languages, magistrate remained an obsession irking
those who incline towards it and sacrifice everything to have it in his
command and to sit on its throne.

So it is conspicuous that the study of this topic is of great significance
especially in an era or epoch which represented the first dose for that age
: an age in which the flame of assuming power glowed , specifically in
the thought of a man whose period of governance was full of hidden
patterns or formats not yet revealed neither by history books nor ancient
critical studies.In this person , practicing magistrate varied according to
philanthropy, religious culture , knowledge of the basics of religion and
the extent of consistency with what religious law

2

and custom through the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
purified progeny).
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