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Abstract

The study of the direction, philosophy and consequences of history becomes
fundamentally valuable if the underlying objective is to adopt the scientific
rather than the compositional perspective. Historical texts by no means
represent a mere fictional genre or written accounts of events; rather, they
embody a preserved frame of some way of living. The use of historical texts as
evidence to supportone’s objectives is very a characteristic methodological
measure for credible historical accounts. Therefore, historical textswere
embedded intertextually in Imam Ali’s “Nahj Al-Balagha™ to serve the main

themes of the speeches.

The main theme of this thesis is to discern the use of historical texts in
enhancing the main themesof speeches in Al-Nahj and the language of
argument-building in Nahj Al-Balagha as a methodological parameter.
Thisserves enhancing arguments and fortifying conclusions that the speeches
present. The intertextual use of historical texts results in retaining neat

methodology and higher credibility.

The historical intertextual approach in Nahj builds on Qur’anic, historical,
scientific and belief instances despite the fact that Imam Ali did not attend any
school in the traditional sense other than the prophetic school. The historic
intertextual function evolved resonate the divine transcendence and support its

logical argumentative discourse.

In this work, the intertextual function of historical texts builds onlanguage-
use as its tool for constructing persuasive arguments. This thesis falls into an
interface and four chapters. The introductory chapter is mainly concerned with

the interrelation between language-use and the intertextual function of historical

A



texts. Language-use is by no means a stream of sounds and lexical items but a

robust system of reinforcement and arguments-building.

Chapter 1 defines the basic terms and methodologies of intertexting the
political concepts, e.g., “Caliphate”, its implications and applications. The
historical texts which enhance the implications were exploited to build strong
arguments and others about ill-formed applications of the concept of caliphate
were refuted. Such distinct senses of the very same concept were related
causally to the political and military scenes such as Al-Saqeefa, Al-jamal and

Sifeen wars.

Chapter 2 elaborates on indexing the biography of prominent individuals and
their traits as examples for strong arguments in reasoning. Both, positive and
negative profiles were highlighted to serve the underlying objectives of his

speeches.

Chapter 3 enunciates the religious concepts, dimensions and texts to
underline the contribution of the prophetic mission, the sacred script (Holy
Quran) and Hadith in the transformation of the pre-Islamic life. The core
argument behind the manipulation of such religious dimension is the perfection,
the higher cause and superiority of the prophet Mohamed (pbuh). The inclusion
of the religious intertext was not meant to limit itself exclusively to supernatural
concepts but to educational, social and legal aspects of life as well as telling the

future, e.g., the oppression of the Ummiates and the advent of Imam Al-Mahdi.

Chapter 4 develops a perspective on the role of the historical intertextuality
to cover the historical concepts which relate to political, ideological and military

aspects.



Finally, the thesis ends with a list of references used for developing the main
arguments and discussions. It is worth mentioning that the version which we
have used along this writing of this thesis is the version introduced by Subhi Al

Salih.



