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Abstract
The Proverb in '"Nahj Al — Balagha': An Artistical and Analytical
Study

"Nahj Al-Balagha" is a book that contain Imam Alis sermons, letters, and
precepts, which are characterized by their unique eloquence. This study attempts to
examine the proverb, its aesthetic properties and its role in the speech of Imam Ali
(Peace of God be upon him.). The research deals with a large number of proverbs. It
follows aspecific method in tackling the subject matter. The introduction  handles
the proverb as a literary and social phenomenon. The core of the research is divided
into three chapters.

The first chapter studies the approaches and sources of the proverb in "Nahj Al-

Balagha". These approaches are : excerption, intertextial, and invention. Their
sources are the Holy Quran , Hadith , and Arabs poetic and prosaic talk.
The second chapter examines the styles of the prover in " Nahj Al-Balagha" :
declarative styles which adopt the nominal clause, the verbal clause, or the
conditional clause as a base in sentence and style construction, structural styles which
use negation, prohibition, interrogation and optative mood, and other structural styles
as interjection and oath-style. This chapter also considers sentence moods as
advancement and backwardness, elision and brevity, indentification and dis-
indentification, and junction and disjunction.

Chapter three covers the scenic and musical values. In this respect, the study
finds out that the image plays a great role in the conveyance of meaning. It involves
styles as simile, style of concepts exchange which comprises embodiment and
personification, and the style of antithesis which include the production of an image
out of two contradicated ones in the proverb.

Eventually, the study ends in the results reached at by the researcher, and the
related source and references.

Abdul — Hadi Abdul — Rahman Ali Al — Shawi.

Thi Al- Hija, 1428 A.H December, 2007A.D



